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Project Transformation helps children in low-income neighborhoods improve their literacy, social-emotional, 

and spiritual development through participating in high-quality out-of-school time programs led by college-age 

young adults.  

Some Summer Volunteer Opportunities : 

                                                    One-to-One Reading Volunteers 
Monday-Thursday from 10:00 am-12:00 pm. (Please arrive at 9:30 your first time.) We welcome both individuals 
and groups.  

Book Drives (El Divino Redentor UMC in McAllen) 
Intern Dinners: Rio Grande Valley: June 9th through August 1st (United Methodist 
Campus Ministry building in Edinburg) 
Other Engagement Opportunities.        

All the signups (Get Involved) and the Amazon link can be found on the website. 

Sign up to volunteer by going to  www.givepulse.com  

www.ProjectTransformation.org/rio-texas 
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I’ve been thinking about you, and I’ve praying for you. 
Many of you know I’ve been “trying to become a morn-
ing person.”  At first, my hope was to get up early 
(between 5:00am – 5:30am) and get to the gym before 
going in to the office or heading out to my first meeting 
(insert BIG eyeroll here). God had (has) other plans for 
that time. Instead, God called me into a new time of 
prayer. I fix my coffee, gather my bible, study materials, 
and journal and head to the back porch. It’s a surprise 
that at 5:30 in the morning it is already too warm and 
too humid for comfort, but there I sit, start to read and 
to pray. I pray for the church. I pray that God will gift 
and equip me to be the pastor EFUMC needs. I pray for 
those living in the neighborhoods around the church 
property. I pray that God will release abundant provision 
for our community. I pray for God’s Holy Spirit to come 
in power. And I pray for you. In addition to the usual 
“study materials”, I bring the church directory with me. I 
open it up and pray for you – by name, by sight, by 
God’s Spirit.  
 
Now, some of you are reading this and thinking, ‘I’m not 
in the directory’. Well, don’t you worry. I’m praying for 
you too. Some of you I know personally, some of you 
God brings your faces to mind, and then I turn my pray-
ers to those I don’t know, and ask God, who knows us 
all, to meet your every need.  
 
My question is, when you think of Edinburg FUMC, do 
you give thanks to God? Not for me, not for a previous 
pastor, necessarily, but do you give thanks for all that 
God accomplishes for the Kindom and for you through 
Edinburg FUMC? Do you give thanks for the ways this 
church blesses other’s in Jesus’ name? Do you give 
thanks for our music ministry that faithfully works to 
lead us into God’s presence each week? For the con-
gregational care ministry that helps visit and take com-
munion to our homebound?  Do you give thanks for the 
three different scout troops that meet here? Do you 
give thanks for the AA group that meets here? Do you 
give thanks for the people who you have blessed 
through our Food Pantry and Shoe Bank ministries? Do 
you give thanks for having a place to belong in the fel-
lowship of Christ? For our fellowship ministry that works 
to build deeper bonds of connection and relationship 
among our community. For our Wine and the Word 
Women’s study, Silver Threads seniors ministry, Sun-
day School classes, and bible studies. Do you give 
thanks for the families, youth, children, and college stu-

dents who have been cared for through our youth min-
istry, children’s ministry, VBS,  college ministry, Parents 
of College Students prayer ministry, and support of UM 
Campus Ministry at UTRGV? Do you give thanks for the 
things God is birthing here to bless others, like the part-
nership with UTRGV? I could keep listing God’s work 
that is happening here. Do you give thanks for all the 
things that God will do through Edinburg FUMC that we 
cannot yet dream or imagine?  
 
In a culture and a season where the norm is to see what 
our churches are NOT doing, NOT providing, are we 
willing to redirect by giving thanks for what God IS do-
ing in our church? Are we willing to celebrate what God 
is doing and participate more actively, deeply, purpose-
fully?  
 
Ok – so some of you are reading this and thinking, ‘I 
already serve, participate, am actively involved…’ I 
know. Thank you. God bless you! Don’t stop!!! It is a sta-
tistical reality that in almost EVERY CHURCH that same 
20% of the people carry the majority of the work/
financial responsibility of the church mission. We can be 
different. It starts by giving thanks for work of Edinburg 
FUMC and its people. It starts by praying for each other 
(and your pastor – that’s me) to be filled with God’s 
Spirit and purpose. Will you start there with me? Will 
you pray for our community, our neighborhoods, and 
our ministries? Will you pray for God to abundantly pro-
vide for our church so that we can continue to bring the 
Kindom of Heaven to earth in our little corner of the 
world?  
 
My friends, I do truly celebrate that I have been appoint-
ed for another year here and that we will continue to 
partner in the work of the Gospel. Let us give thanks 
together for all that God will do in and through us.  
 
Grace and Peace,  
Pastor Michelle  

Every time I think of you, I give thanks to my God. Whenever I pray, I make my requests for all of you with joy, for 
you have been my partners in spreading the Good News about Christ from the time you first heard it until now. And I 
am certain that God, who began the good work within you, will continue his work until it is finally finished on the day 
when Christ Jesus returns. (Philippians 1:3-6) 

http://www.givepulse.com


                                                                               Youth News 
 
Youth is finding ways to be cool this July in more ways than one! As we announced in the previous 
newsletter, Youth will be taking a road trip to the Wind Song campsite at the H.E. Butt Foundation 
Camp in Leakey, TX from July 25th to July 28th. Originally founded in 1954, the H.E. Butt Founda-
tion Camp hosts 25,000 boys and girls, men and women each year by giving them a beautiful set-
ting to commune with God each other. It’s a wonderful opportunity for our Church to grow together 
in the Spirit. If you’re interested in joining us on this trip, please contact me (Joe Fox the Youth 
Pastor) and I will get you the necessary paperwork and on our sign-up sheet. Signing up is $25 a 
person but we’ll waive the fee if you bring along two friends for the trip. If you’d like more infor-
mation, we will be holding an information session on Sunday June 30th so come on out!  
Youth will also be continuing our Bible Study on the Epistle of Ephesians. The key theme is living a 
Christian identity in a world that can at times be hostile. How do we understand the Bible and what 

are the beliefs that should unite Christians? As Paul says in chapter five, “follow God’s example, therefore, as dearly 
loved children and walk in the way of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and 
sacrifice to God.” When Christians together strive to be Christlike, it has the power to change the world. This starts with 
acknowledging our sin and through faith accepting God’s grace which manifests itself in how we live our lives and treat 
our fellow human beings. As Christ loved and forgave us while we were dead in sin, so are we to love and forgive oth-
ers.  

Lastly, Youth will not be meeting on July 4th weekend as I will be out of town for a family reunion. I hope youth 
enjoys the fireworks and America’s birthday with their friends and families! However, we will be on the rest of the week-
ends in July. Make sure to mark your calendars for July 23rd as we’ll be doing a group potluck. The entre is yet to be de-
cided but we will be assigning an ingredient for everyone in Youth to bring that night so be on the lookout and be ready 
to cook! 
 

Blessings, 

Joe Fox 

Youth Pastor Edinburg FUMC 

 
Register online at https://vbspro.events/p/5cf171 or call the church office. 
 
Volunteer for VBS at https://vbspro.events/p/5cf171 Volunteers are required to take a criminal history 
check and a online training course at https://safegatherings.com . Receipts for criminal history check 
can be submitted to be reimbursed. 
 
 
*You can pick up doorhangers, to share with neighbors and friends, at the church office or contact  
 Susan Wiesehan or Kim Wilke . Let’s make this an unforgettable experience! 

            Life is Wild. God is Good. 

                                                                                       Back to School Kickoff 

On Sunday August 18th we will have a special ‘Back to School Sunday ‘. There will be a combined 

worship service at 10 am with a special Blessing of the Backpacks. After worship we will have a 

potluck luncheon to bless and celebrate students and teachers. We are asking our students to in-

vite and bring their favorite teachers or retired teachers. Teachers, feel free to your students’ fami-

lies as well. You can pickup door hangers at the church office to invite your neighbors!  

     Now On Amazon 

Edinburg FUMC is now a registered donation recipient with Amazon Smile. When you go to do your 
Amazon shopping, go to https://smile.amazon.com and select Edinburg United Methodist Church to be 
the recipient of the donation from your shopping. Amazon will donate .5% of your purchase total to Ed-
inburg FUMC without any additional cost to you! Yes, they did forget the “First” in our name, but they 
are correcting it. However, we are listed by our tax-exempt number, so all donations will go to the cor-
rect place regardless! 

                                            Standing At The Crossroads MeetUp Update  
 

It’s been a year! Last July we started this MeetUp group in 

conjunction with our re-imagined non-traditional service at 

9am. At these gatherings, our conversations are rooted in 

very specific questions: What are the difficulties to walking 

the ancient path of faith in a modern world? Why choose 

Jesus? How do you engage biblical rhythms of work and 

rest – finding Sabbath rest? These conversations help 

give insight and teaching points/examples for our Sunday 

morning worship. As of today, June 25th, we have 154 

members in our Standing At The Crossroads MeetUp 

group! Most of them only engage online, however, we 

have seen anywhere between 5 and as many as 15 at our 

monthly gatherings! God is doing a good thing and creat-

ing a safe space to ask and wrestle with the hard questions and teachings of our faith! Come be a part of the 

conversation! You can join at www.meetup.com/Standing-At-the-Crossroads Looking forward to rediscovering 

the ancient the path of faith together!  

Volunteers and Staff Needed in the 

Nursery 
 

We are currently looking for adults 18 years and old-

er to serve in the nursery on Sunday mornings at 

both worship hours. 9:00am and 11:00am. We are 

also looking to hire an additional nursery staff person 

(must be 18 years or older). Please contact the 

church office for more information. 

                              Little Patch of Eden 

I’ll be holding regular garden hours at the new church farm on 

Saturday mornings from 8 to noon. This summer, we’ll be 

working on bed preparations for fall planting, weeding and 

mulching our new fruit trees, mowing and weed eating fence 

lines, and building a composting area. All are welcome to come 

out and get involved in these projects in preparation for our big 

fall growing season. 
 

Thanks, 

Stephanie Kasper 

Church Farmer 

361-649-8450 

https://vbspro.events/p/5cf171
https://vbspro.events/p/5cf171
https://smile.amazon.com
http://www.meetup.com/Standing-At-the-Crossroads

