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4th ANNUAL FUMC 

CHILI COOK-OFF 

GET YOUR CHILI ON! 
February 17 immediately following the 11am service.  

Who makes the best chili in our church?  Who makes 

the best beef chili?  The best non-beef chili? The best 

veggie chili? Join the fun and 

find out!  Sign up during church 

to bring your best homemade chili, or cornbread, 

saltines, cheese, onions, or dessert!  Can’t bring 

food? Come anyway!! You can always contribute to 

the Food Pantry donation basket!  New members 

will be recognized!!  
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“…Your Father in Heaven already knows all your needs. 

Seek the Kingdom of Heaven above all else, and live right-

eously, and he will give you everything you need.”  Mat-

thew 6:32b -33 

 

We’re one month in to the New Year; one month in to in-

tentionally pursuing deeper intimacy with God; one month 

in to seeing the holy and sacred in the everyday. It’s been 

a beautiful and challenging month for me. Choosing God, 

Jesus, the movement of the Holy Spirit first means letting 

my lists, agendas, and plans go by the wayside. It’s often 

referred to as the “ministry of interruption.” It makes me 

crazy. I’m a doer. I’m a fixer. I produce. I accomplish. 

When my lists go unfinished or items continually moved to 

“tomorrow”, I get twitchy. And yet, if I let go and look at 

what has been accomplished, in light of God’s heart, it’s 

much more than if I’d been finishing my lists.  

 

Real, healthy, meaningful relationships are more im-

portant than the “work” of the day. Don’t get me wrong – 

the work has to get done, get done with excellence and in 

an appropriately timely manner. But in the Kingdom, Je-

sus’ love for people is the standard by which we set our 

priorities. In last month’s letter I shared some of the whis-

pers and invitations I’m hearing from the Lord. As I contin-

ue to pursue God’s heart for me and for our church in this 

season, this scripture is another of the whispers and the 

wooing. “Seek the Kingdom first. I’m giving you everything 

you need, so look first for me and take care of the things I 

say are important and trust me to take care of you.”  

 

 

I find this “invitation” is more like a challenge. It demands 

that I peel my fingers loose of the grip I have on my life 

and my circumstances so that God can do what I cannot. 

With open hands, I can receive what God is pouring out 

and put my hands to God’s purposes – to God’s people.  

 

If we are seeking the Kingdom of Heaven first, then we 

are spending real, unhurried time with people - with each 

other. If we are seeking the Kingdom, then more than 

serving or meeting needs or doing mission, we are build-

ing relationships. Honest, messy, difficult, sometimes un-

wanted, relationships. Beautiful, life-giving, and hopefully 

life-changing relationships with Christ at the center. In the 

last month, I’ve been intentional about increasing my 

“person to person” contact every day. Meeting people for 

breakfast, lunch, for coffee – more home visits, more per-

sonal conversations, more texts, more phone calls, more 

reaching out. What God has shown me is that we, as a  

 

 

community (including myself), are hungry, almost desper-

ate, for real human contact that reaches deeper than 

“hey, how are you.” We’re hungry for quality and quantity 

time. We’re in need of steady ongoing, ever deepening, 

intimate relationship. This invitation to be more intimate 

with God is to move us into being more intimate with each 

other too.  

 

How well do you know the people you sit beside in wor-

ship? Do you know what is happening in the lives of the 

people you’ve known for years but only on Sunday? What 

about your neighbors? Do your conversations move past, 

“hello”? Who could you reach out to today? Who could you 

invite to church with you on Sunday? Who could you in-

clude with your “usual crowd”? Who could you invite to 

lunch with you after church? How could your life be 

changed for the better by welcoming another person in to 

it? 

 

 

#transformedliving2019 



                    Introducing Our 2019 Board Members 
 
                                   CHAIR                                                 EMAIL                                         
                              Susan Wiesehan                              wiesehan@sbcglobal.net                    
 
                                TRUSTEES 
                                 Scott Wilke                                     scott-abs@hotmail.com                    
 
                                FINANCE                   
                               Larry Kaiser                                    lgsek@aol.com 
                           Marty Engelbrecht                              engelbrecht1795@gmail.com           
                      Dana Villarreal - Treasurer                      dana102e@aol.com                          
 
                                   SPRC 
                             Kathy Salazar                                   katsalazar76@gmail.com                 
                                Kim Wilke                                       kwilke1990@gmail.com                   
 
                             LAY LEADERS 
                              Gary Henrichson                              ghenrichson1@gmail.com                
                               Dana Anthony                                 dlbanthony@sbcglobal.net               
 
                    ANNUAL CONF. DELEGATE 
                                 Chris Cowan                                  rgvcowan@aol.com                          
 
                                SR. PASTOR 
                             Michelle Vernone                              michelle.vernone@gmail.com          
 
                     ADMINISTRATIVE ASST. 
                                Jackie Carlson                             edinburgfirst@sbcglobal.net            

                                                Ways To Connect 
 

There are many ways to serve and share in community at EFUMC.  

 

Congregational Care – contact Nancy Murray at nkayemurray@yahoo.com 

 

Fellowship Committee – contact Linda Henrichson at lhenrichson@gmail.com 

 

Missions Ministry – contact Pastor Michelle at michelle.vernone@gmail.com 

Choir/Music Ministry – contact Omar Samaniego at efumcmusic@gmail.com 

Sunday School – contact Jackie Billings at jbillings@rgv.rr.com 

Youth Ministry – contact Joe Fox at jfox1354@gmail.com 

We are also always looking for volunteers to serve with the Food Pantry, Church office, 

Children’s Ministry, Media Team, Communications, Sunday School, and many other 

ministry areas! Call the church office for more information (956) 381-9806 

Youth Event 
Youth will meet up at Top Golf in Pharr at 5:00 pm to 

settle who the best golfer in the group is! Bring your 

friends! 

***************************** 
              A word from the Wesley Nurse 

 
Thank you to all who helped with cookie baking and 

packing care packages for the fire and police depart-

ments for Faith in Action Sunday.   The packages 

were well received and greatly appreciated.  Thank 

you for being Jesus’s hands reaching out into the 

community in this way.  I wish you could have seen 

the big smiles when the goodies were handed over.  

Thank you for blessing these men and women who 

serve our community.  We had a great time deliver-

ing the packages, especially to the fire department 

since those of us delivering the goodies have strong 

ties to the fire department, because both Kathy Sala-

zar’s and my father have been active volunteer fire-

men.   Thank you for brightening the day for those 

who serve us in the community.   

                                                            “In His Steps” 

A new year has started and we are halfway through a school year.  That 

means we have been helping the ECISD with shoes for the last five months.  

As of the end of January, our balance is $8,068.20 in our account.  We have 

given 295 cards this year and so we will be paying for those.  When all these 

cards are in, we will spend $7,375.  We started with a balance so, hopefully, 

we will be able to meet and or exceed our goal of 600 plus pairs of shoes giv-

en this year.  We can do this because of the wonderful people in the school 

district who work with Payless to get the Buy One, Get One sale to help us.  

Both entities are phenomenal in the way they help us.   This year all our mon-

ey has come from this community of faith, EFUMC.  We have been doing this 

for 24 years and hope to continue into the future.  Remember, our campaign 

is in the summer, but you can always contribute as a second giving.  Blessings 

to all of you, The “In His Steps” Shoe Bank Board (Jackie Billings, Nan Smith, 

Ed Keebaugh, Pam Bovee). 

Super Senior Brunch 
Our covered dish brunch/ lunch honoring Su-

per Seniors and Winter Texans was held on 

Sunday, December 30, 2018, at 11:00 a.m. 

and was a great way to welcome a new 

year...2019.  Pictured right to left are the hon-

orees; Bob Graf, Marilyn Houts, Liz Lanning, 

and Jan Calley with our Pastor Michelle 

Vernone.  Thanks to all who helped to make 

this celebration a success!   

 

Parents of College Students Prayer Group  
The Parents of College Students Prayer Group meets once a 

month to pray for all college students (and young adults), near 

and far, in our church home. Our next meeting will be 

Wednesday, February 

13th, at 12:00pm at 

the church. Bring your 

lunch and come join 

us. All are welcome! 

Our heartfelt appreciation goes out to the following  
individuals who have chosen to Remember or  

Honor loved ones through a special contribution. 
 

 

In Memory of:  Given by: Perpetuated in:  

 
Gordon Dona Hue         Donnalois Ahlstedt 
Ken Heyn                       Donnalois Ahlstedt 
Tish Arnold                    Betty Sue Cray 
Urbano Diaz                 Mrs. Edward Wilke 

                                                   Silver Threads 
                                               

In the Spring of 2003, Silver Threads was organized to provide a social 

fellowship time for anyone was has at least one gray hair. 

We eat, visit and travel for our enjoyment and so short range projects to 

benefit others. We have made visits to the King Ranch, Los Ebanos Ferry 

Crossing, Rio Grande City, Wildlife refuges and museums. Some projects 

we have enjoyed are sewing dresses, shorts and tote bags for Haiti 

children, clipping coupons for military families, bagging beans and rice for 

our food pantry, sending cards to our shut-ins and putting the church 

newsletter together for mailing. 

Being good Methodist  we always have the coffee pot on and good snacks 

and every second Sunday we out to lunch. Everyone is invited to come join 

us on Wednesday morning at 10:00 a.m. in the church kitchen for a time 

of fellowship, service and fun. For more information call Jane Wilke     

(956) 383-5764. 

    MHM Counseling Services  

Depression, Anxiety, Grief, Stress, Family/

Relationship Problems are non-discriminatory. It 

can affect any one of us at any time in our lives. 

Methodist Healthcare Ministries' Community Counseling 

serves individuals who are uninsured, or whose existing 

coverage does not provide mental health services bene-

fits. Robert Chapa, LPC, has been providing individual, 

couple, and family counseling services at Edinburg FUMC 

for over 6 years. Our confidential counseling sessions 

help process any emotional disturbance, to understand 

one’s thoughts, feelings, responses, and guide them 

through this healing journey. If you would like more infor-

mation about the counseling services, please call (956) 

655-4619.  

                                                               Church Thank you for helping with Campus Ministries 

Your church just helped serve seven complete meals at the UTRGV Campus Ministry.  Meals were served to approximately 20-24 students each 

time.  We had some good conversations with students and we had some of you who came and were available to the students during the lunch 

hour.  I think it is true that it is better to give than to receive and to those who helped I think you will agree with me.  

I know it is always risky to thank everyone for a job well-done because inevitably we forget someone, but I am going to attempt to be complete.  A 

huge thank you goes to Barbara and Marty Engelbrecht, Dorotha Knox, Jane Wilke, Linda Davis, Ida Bush, Linda Henrichson, Gerry and Lori Rodri-

guez, Jackie Billings, Mary and Jesse Garza, Kathy Salazar, Judy McClelland, Kim and Scott Wilke, Dana Anthony, Alicia Henderson, Susan Wieseh-

an, Jan Calley, Dana Villarreal, Mark and Lynn Noe, Chris Noe, Nancy Murray, Ed Keebaugh, Ki Brush, Josie Solis, Carmen Rodriguez, Norma 

Ramirez, Victoria Cantu, John de la Garza, Betty Sue and Verle Cray, Bennie K. Carlson, Jackie Carlson.  Many of you helped more than once and 

were always willing to help when I called to fill in the gaps.  

Blessings, Jim Billings 

********************************************************************************************************* 

                                                                                     Campus  Ministry  Meals 

EFMUC is committed to  caring for, disciplining, and raising up new believers in Jesus Christ . Part of how we do that as a 

community is by providing meals on Tuesdays and Thursdays to Campus Ministry. We will start serving meals in March 

sign up to help will start February 17th.  
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